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By Gordon MclIngpyge &
Staff Reporter %/

Improved bus ser¥ice for Fraser
Valley passengers means layofis for
a Sardis coach company.

Cascade Coach Lines has been
béxss;ng people into Vancouver since
1984.

But when Maple Ridge and Pitt
Meadows joined the Vancouver
Regional Transit System last Dec.
16, it meant a three-zone transit
fare of $2.75, compared with
Cascade’s $4.05 fare.

We've fought the traffic, the
coristruction, the weather, and now
we’'rd\ faced with fighting the
governihgnt,”’” says Cascade pres
dent Robeyt Dubois. “It’s Airfo
the B.C. gdyernment to movy in
|and steal whatwe’ve built up.’,
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ment competition. T company
has had to lay off gfght people,
Dubois said.

He wants the government to
either subsidize /him, too, or buy
back his valley plins.

Cascade opkrated for 16 years
until 1984 ag'a charter service and
pyess. After acquiring the
Fraser Yalley routes, Dubois
expandgd to 25 buses from five,
and tgA10 employees from four.

Rl Wickstrom, a spokesman for
GlefA Clark, the minister responsi-
b} for BC Transit, said: “We’'ll
ave a look at it and see if there's
something we can do for the guy.”

BC Transit began the valley ser-
vice in response to requests from
the municipalities, said BC Transit
spokesman Scott MacFarlane.

BC Transit estimates as many asg
700 people have switched fro




