Wildcat walkout
strands suburban

B corifffurtérs™

VALERIE CASSELTONg B9

Sun Labor Reporter

Up to 100,000 morning rush
hour commuters in the Lower
Mainland were stranded Thurs-
day when they were calight in
the middle of a fight bétween
bus drivers and BC Trausit.

The wildcat walkolit shut
down bus service from 5@.m. to 8‘\
a.m.

The job action resultéd from a.
dispute that beghn last
December when BQ Transit
agreed to integrate ghe Maple
Ridge bus service —a private
operation — into thfe Transit
network. -

This allowed the private.
operator to have corimon trans-.
ferring, scheduling ind passen-
ger access to bus lin¢s running in
to Vancouver.

Transit bus driyers say the
private bus operafor, Indepen-
dent Bus and Tr sportation

Ine., is being subgidized by BC .
Transit and, in the long term, ' |
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